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The E-Rate program has been a phenomenal success in bringing internet access to almost every
classroom in America. But we can't stop there. The world has changed and the way we live, learn and
work has changed. Most importantly there are now new literacies required to be a successful and
productive as a citizen in a global world. If our children graduate from our schools not being literate in
the very skills that will enable success then aren't we adding to the chasm between the haves and the
have nots? In the last funding cycle, applications from schools and libraries requested a total of more
than $5 billion—twice the amount of available funding. | respectfully urge the FCC to increase funding
for the E-Rate program to at least S5 billion to meet this demand. All students need access to high-speed
broadband in or to become productive tax paying members of society. Our nation’s future depends on
their success.



